Orthotic management for children with osteogenesis imperfecta.
Fitting children and infants who have osteogenesis imperfecta (OI) with braces has posed substantial problems of implementation and patient management For the past twelve years bracing has been an important component of a patient research and management program conducted at the National Institutes of Health. By using the smallest manufactured parts and developing a wealth of experience, functional and well-fitting braces have been provided to a number of tiny and small children. Bracing allows these children to stand and walk earlier than would have otherwise been possible. Braces are used in conjunction with standing frames and parapodiums to increase a child's mobility. Less involved children have become good household and short distance ambulators with the use of braces.